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May, 2018 
 

Wolf Pack Press 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School 
2180 Knapp St, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.spps.org/stanthony T: 651-293-8735 
Principal, Dr. Karen Duke 

 

May is full of fun events and activities around SAP as we finally enter 
spring and all the sunshine and warm weather that goes along with it. 
 
Not to mention it's a great time of year to make your houses look and 
smell good with all the lovely plants the annual Plant Sale will have to 
offer. Lovely plants and sage gardening advice from our wonderful 
Plant Sale Team. Hooray Plant Sale Team!! 
 
Our upcoming annual Spring Carnival is around the corner and always 
a great time. This event is entirely dependent on volunteer support so 
please consider signing up to volunteer if you have not already. It's a 
great way to get to know your fellow SAP families. What are you waiting 
for?!?! https://goo.gl/forms/tcKaRynvQ82vl5YX2 
 
Along with spring and all its fun events comes the annual SAPSA budget 
and some tough decisions. I encourage any of you that would like to 
join us for our final meeting of the year to do so and offer up any 
thoughts you might have as we finalize our plans and budget for next 
year. As always, our meetings are open to all SAP parents/guardians 
and we would love to see you there. We will meet on Tuesday, May 8th 
at 6:30 in the library. Always a good time! 
 
You all are great! Thank you for making SAP what it is! 
Andrew McNattin 
SAPSA President 
 

 

 

Lost and Found 

Are you missing anything?  Please check out the lost and 
found.  We would love to play match maker to any missing 

items! 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 1 

3rd grade May Day celebration 

May 3 

Kindergarten meet and greet 

May 4 

Spring Carnival 

May 8 

Site Council & SAPSA 

May 9-11 

 Plant Sale 

May 11 

Talent Show 

May 18 

Blue Ribbon Celebration 

May 25 

Memorial Day program 

May 28 

No school 
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Plant Sale         

Spring + Mother’s Day = Plant Sale!!  
 
Come shop our festive selection of annuals, perennials, and 
Mother’s Day gift arrangements on Thursday May 10th and 
Friday, May 11th at the school (follow the signs). Some things 
to keep in mind; 
 
 -This is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year, and we 
can’t let construction or weather get in our way! Come and 
see us, rain or shine. We’ll have tents! 
 
 -There is NO PICNIC this year. The plant sale relies 
heavily on foot traffic, so parents and community members 
will need to make a special effort to come and shop. 
 
 - *NEW* - adorable potted arrangements, perfect for a 
Mother’s Day gift. 
 
 - Spend $20 or more, and you’re entered into a raffle to 
win a professionally designed container garden. 
 
We can’t wait to see you there! 
Kate Galle and Summer Martins 

 

Book Fair   
 
 
It’s almost time for the Spring Carnival and our Spring Book Fair! On 
May 4th, students can shop early at 8:15 am. The main sale is that 
same evening from 5:30 to 8 pm. If you can’t make it, you can shop 
online at http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stanthonyparkelemschool . 
Order online from May 1st to May 15th, and the school will get 50% 
of the sale!  

Construction Update 
 

Since spring break began, St. Anthony 
Park has gone through a great deal of 
change; changes that make our 
school look... well, significantly worse 
than it did prior to the 
break.  Although it looks like we're 
going in the wrong direction, 
contractors have made some giant 
leaps to help us stay on schedule for 
our next (and final) round of new 
spaces to open in the fall.  We have 
new water mains for both domestic 
water, and the fire suppression system; 
both of which were functional when 
students returned from break.  Also, 
while they were away, the chimney 
was demolished along with an aged 
boiler.  The classrooms they left 
behind in the west wing were 
unrecognizable by the time students 
returned, as heavy demolition took 
place when it would not interrupt 
studies.  Down that path, contractors 
also took spring break as an 
opportunity to build temporary 
partitions to safely separate new 
occupied spaces from the areas now 
under construction (west wing).  As 
you likely have heard, the 
administration functions of the school 
have moved to new locations, 
allowing for complete demolition of 
the portion of the school that formerly 
held those functions. 
 
It isn't all downhill from here.  All that 
demolition is paving the way for our 
new spaces to begin taking shape.  In 
the coming months, you will see the 
cafeteria expansion taking place, as 
well as the new administrative wing 
and main entry begin to rise 
up.  Currently, one can see the 
concrete foundations beginning to be 
formed atop the new helical piles, 
which were installed to ensure support 
of those foundations.  Things are 
already looking up!  There has been a 
little lull in construction activity to 
accommodate the school's testing 
schedule, but activities will soon ramp 
back up to prepare the site for an 
action-packed summer. 
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Spotlight on Jane Novak   

 

How long have you worked for SPPS?  
I have worked for SPPS for 22 years.  I plan on retiring in six 
years from SAP. 
 
What's is your favorite thing about being the school secretary? 
I like the variety of tasks I do.  Love seeing the children and 
working with staff. 
 
What is your favorite hobby?  
cooking and baking for my family. Traveling. 
 
What is your favorite food?  
I love pizza. 
 
How do you spend your summers?  
I go to Florida, and I like to spend a lot of time with my 
grandchildren. 

 

 Langford Rec News 

Summer Camps and Classes are now open, call 651-298-5765 or visit 
online at stpaul.gov/langfordrec 
  
Now that it’s warm out, we have equipment and games you can 
check out to use in the park – cornhole is coming soon! 

. 

 

Reading Corps Volunteer 
Position 

We are looking for Reading Corps 
tutors for the 2018-2019 school 
year!  Work with K-3 students 
every day during the school day 
to help them become successful 
readers.  This is a great 
opportunity for those looking for 
experience working in a school, 
or to re-enter the workforce while 
being on your child’s school 
schedule.  Reading Corps 
provides comprehensive training 
in strategies proven to help 
students build reading skills.  Tutors 
are paid a modest living 
allowance of up to $425 every 
other week and are eligible for 
up to $4212 to pay tuition or 
repay student loans.  Tutors 55 
and older may gift the award to 
their child or grandchild.  Tutors 
may be eligible for free health 
insurance and child care 
assistance.  Learn how you can 
get involved by visiting 
readingandmath.net or by 
contacting Becky Kallhoff, 
Tutoring Coordinator, at 
Rebecca.Kallhoff@spps.org or 
651-744-2458.  You can also help 
by telling a friend or family 
member (recent graduates and 
grandparents make great tutors, 
too!) about openings.  Positions 
start mid-August for the 2018-2019 
school year. 
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Kids Page 
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Principal’s Page 

Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 

Spring is finally in the air after a long winter.  We had our first running club last week, and the 
playground has been buzzing as kids are thrilled to be outside in the warmer weather.  It is exciting 
to see the construction moving along out in front of the building too.  That big hole where the office 
was will become the office again, this time expanded and improved.  Out on the side of the 
building will be a beautiful addition to our cafeteria.  The students will get to look out the windows 
while they eat lunch!  The children are enjoying keeping an eye on the progress during recess. 

This is the season of budget planning, and you may have heard by now that St. Anthony Park is 
facing budget cuts for next year.  St. Paul Schools has had several budget deficit years in a row.  I 
encourage you to contact your legislators to push for greater funding for our public schools; 
revenue increases have not kept pace with our increasing costs of doing business. 

There’s an article in this issue about Minnesota Reading Corps – we are seeking two Reading Corps 
tutors for next year.  It is a great program for anyone just entering – or re-entering – the workforce.  
Look for the article for more information, or contact Becky Kallhoff, our tutoring coordinator, at 
Rebecca.kallhoff@spps.org. 

Thank you to all who volunteered to help put library books on the shelves.  It really looks like a library 
now, with attractive, comfortable seating and books almost ready to check out.  It was a team 
effort, led by Becky Kallhoff, and the staff and I are grateful to all of you who spent day and 
evening hours helping out with this huge task.  Just a few finishing touches and we should have the 
books circulating soon. 

As we head into the last six weeks of school, many of our teachers will be packing up for another 
big move to accommodate summer construction.  The building will again be closed all summer, 
and Discovery Club will be located at Hamline Elementary.  Starting in the fall, Community 
Education classes will be back with us after school on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

As always, spring is a busy time.  Be sure to pause to, as they say, stop and smell the flowers (I saw a 
green sprout today for the first time!).  Amidst the busyness, kids need to have time to read, take a 
walk, talk to parents about their day, and have some unstructured down time.  Enjoy the sun, and 
enjoy each other. 

As always, keep in touch with your questions and concerns. My door is always open! 

 

Karen Duke, Principal   


